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J ohn L. Collins, age 93, of North Ridgeville, passed away at his residence on

Thursday, March 19th.  He was born on February 22, 1933 in Flint, Michigan to
Louise (nee Arseno) and John A. Collins, and grew up in Tucson, Arizona.  He was

married for 58 years to the late Sheila Collins (nee Dicken). John served in the US

Marine Corps on active duty in Korea from 1951-52.  He went on to earn BS and MS
degrees in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Arizona.

While in graduate school, John met Sheila Dicken, who was also a graduate student at
the university.  They married shortly after finishing their education and raised three

sons together.  Sheila was his beloved wife and best friend, and though she passed in

2018, she never left his heart, nor his thoughts. John began his career at Shell Oil and
Standard Oil in Texas before moving to the Cleveland area and becoming a research

and aerospace engineer at NASA.  He worked at NASA for 36 years on
a variety of projects, including launch vehicles, communication satellites, and two of

the first wind turbines to be built in the United States.

John took joy in his role as a father. He involved himself in many of his sons’
activities from Cub and Boy Scouts to coaching baseball. In his free time, he enjoyed

golfing, playing bridge, bird watching, reading about history, cycling, travelling, and
gardening with his wife.

John is survived by his sons: Andrew (Maria) of Cross River, NY; Stuart (Korby) of
Rocky River,

OH; and Christopher (Theresa) of Evanston, IL. He also leaves his sister Mary Green

(Chandler,
AZ) and brother James Collins (Oro Valley, AZ), seven grandchildren, three great-

grandchildren,
and many dear friends.

Memorial services will be private.
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In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to the National Audubon

Society:
https://www.audubon.org/

Obituary John L. Collins
FEB  2 2 , 19 3 3  -  MAR  19 , 2 0 2 6

PAGE 4 OF 10

https://www.audubon.org/


Tribute Wall John L. Collins
FEB  2 2 , 19 3 3  -  MAR  19 , 2 0 2 6

Bogner  Family Funeral Home And Cremationservices shared a Video.

April 10 at 3:16 PM
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Mary Lou Green shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

I have been thinking so much about my beloved brother, and I wanted to send

these words to be shared since I cannot be there in person.I idolized him and was

always so proud that he was my brother. From the time we were young, he stood

out to me. I remember him pulling his little red wagon through the neighborhood to

deliver the Saturday Evening Post, and sometimes I got to go with him. To me, that was the coolest

time.Even as a boy, he was hardworking and full of ideas. He caddied at the golf course, then

fished golf balls out of the lake, polished them up, and sold them back to the golfers. In the

summer he watered gardens and mowed lawns, and I believe he had a bank account by the age of

10.One of my happiest memories is from the Fourth of July when I had a beautiful blue and white

Schwinn bicycle. He decided he was going to decorate it with red, white, and blue crepe paper,

with streamers on the handlebars and woven through the spokes. That bicycle was really

something, and when we entered it in the parade at the park, we won first place. It was such a big

deal, and I have never forgotten how special he made that day for me.When we moved to Dallas,

he had a paper route, and later he worked as a soda jerk. Of course, he made things better there

too. He added cantaloupe from the farmer's market, cut in half and filled with ice cream, and

people loved it. My mother was going to the farmer's market every other day to keep up because

it was such a hit.There are so many good stories. Visits always seemed to include a road trip when

we went to Cleveland. We double dated, went to dances together, and had so much fun growing

up. I can still remember him sneaking up behind me in the kitchen, grabbing me, and rubbing my

cheek with his chin whiskers just to make me scream. He loved to tease, and truth be told, I loved it

too, though I did not want him to know.What always stayed with me most was the kind of man he

was. He was humble and kind, always a gentleman, and truly an extraordinary human being. At 17,

he was taken out of high school to go fight in the Korean War. There were so many Gold Star

families on our street, and we were afraid we might never see him again. We were in tears, but he

was so steady and strong, already becoming the Marine he would be. He served his country, came

home, went back to school, graduated, and went on to college. I was so proud of him.He also had

such a generous heart. He used to make banana nut bread for his dentist, his doctors, people in the

neighborhood, and anyone having a rough day. That was his signature. Every summer he would

send me a box of tomatoes, and that was always such a treat. Those little kindnesses were just

who he was.He was my hero, and he always will be. We never ended a phone call without telling

each other how much we loved one another. We talked at least once a week, and often more than

that. I know he knew how much I loved him, and I hope he knew how deeply I respected him too. I

once told him that I would trust him with my life, and I do not think you can give a person much more

respect than that.If I could say one more thing to him now, it would simply be this: I still love you as

much as ever, and I always will. You will always be my hero.To all of you, I know we all loved him,

and we are going to miss him so much. But I believe he is now resting in peace, because he was

such a good person.With love fromyour sister, Mary Lou

March 28 at 3:37 PM

PAGE 6 OF 10



Tribute Wall John L. Collins
FEB  2 2 , 19 3 3  -  MAR  19 , 2 0 2 6

John Riehl posted:

My sincere condolences to John's family. John and I knew each other from our time at NASA

Lewis (now Glenn) when the center managed the Centaur launches. He was always a good

listener and a composed and peaceful man. I will never forget him and his warm smile which he

freely shared with everyone. Those who knew him were deeply blessed.

March 28 at 3:37 PM
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Bogner  Family Funeral Home And Cremationservices shared a Video. April 10 at 3:16 PM
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Mary Lou Green shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. April 7 at 4:39 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring John by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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